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FOLK-LORE SCRAP-BOOK. 

Christmas Customs in Newfoundland. — In one of a series of articles, 
entitled "The Folk-Lore of Newfoundland and Labrador," appearing in 
"The Evening Herald," St. John's, Newfoundland (December 29, 1892), 
Rev. Arthur C. Waghorne discusses Christmas Customs about New Har- 
bor, N. F., which either continue to prevail, or have been only lately 
disused : — 

"1. This season is a popular one for weddings ; this is so, I believe, to a 
certain extent, throughout the country. 

" 2. The old custom still prevails, to some extent, of having some new 
garment at Christmas ; at Scilly Cove, it seems, also at New Year. 

"3. At Fogo the custom appears to be to light bonfires on Christmas 
Eve. 

" 4. Till late years the twelve days of Christmas were kept as entire holi- 
days as far as possible, at least by many. Enough wood was cut up and 
stowed away to last till the Epiphany ; even now many do so up to New 
Year's Day. This is an old English custom. The Monday after the 
Epiphany was called by country folks, in the old times, ' Plough Monday,' 
as they then returned to their usual labors, after the festivities of Christ- 
mas ; devoting the morning of that Monday to overhauling and getting 
into good order their ploughs and other agricultural implements, and the 
rest of the day to a final frolic. 

" 5. Houses are subjected to a general clean up, papered and white- 
washed ; so, too, on the Labrador. 

" 6. Christmas presents or boxes, carefully concealed from the notice of 
those for whom they are intended, were probably much more common (like 
many other customs, good and bad) in former days, here and on the 
Labrador, than they are now. 

" 7. As each family finished supper on Christmas Eve, one of the men of 
the house would fire off a gun. So too after the Christmas dinner. Mr. 
Whittle mentions the latter custom as prevailing in St. John's fifty years 
ago. Very few guns were heard about here this Christmas Eve. 

" 8. In very few cases indeed have I heard of any evergreens decorating 
the houses, as is so common in England at this season. The family 
Christmas-tree, so popular amongst the children in the old country, and 
universal in Germany, seems, in this neighborhood, quite unknown. 

" 9. The Christmas decoration of our churches does not appear to have 
been anything so common as in England, though here and there it seems 
to have been done." 

Christmas " Fools " and " Mummers " in Newfoundland. — From an 
article by Mr. William Whittle, contained in the " Telegram and Colonist," 
N. F., Christmas number, 1886 or 1887, is cited in the series of papers 
mentioned, an account of a local observance appearing on its face to be a 
survival, but not known to be recorded as observed in England : — 

"The laboring classes in those days had enlarged privileges granted 



